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Name:  _________________________________​​​___

Homeroom: ______________________________

Date: ______________________________________
Medieval Europe Unit Notes
Guard these notes with your lives!  
Important Dates

____________: The fall of Rome

_______________________: Middle Ages, “Dark Ages”, or Medieval Period
_____________: William of Normandy conquers France
_____________: The First Crusade

______________________: More than 9 Crusades

_________________: King John signs the Magna Carta

______________________________: Marco Polo lived and traveled

______________________________: The first outbreak of Plague in England
Feudalism and Manorialism

___________________________________ was a social and economic system in Europe during the Middle Ages.  

· There was a contract between lords and _______________________.  A _____________________ owned land.  A __________________________ promised military service in exchange for some of the lord’s land.  The land given to a vassal was called a _________________________.
The relationship between the ________________________________ and their lord was called ______________________________________.  

· Peasants worked the fields and gave part of their ________________ to their  ________________.  

· Peasants received __________________ from the lord and his vassals in exchange for his ____________________.
The Great Schism
· _______________________________ developed practices and customs, which became organized under two head _____________________: one in the Western half of the Roman Empire, and one in the Byzantine Empire.

· The split of the two churches is called “_________________________________________________”.

· In the ____________________ part of the Roman Empire, the ___________________________________________ was the authority of the Christian religion.  

· A religious leader, known as the _________________, was the head of the Roman Catholic Church.

· In the _____________________ Empire (the Eastern part), the __________________________________________ was the authority on Christianity.

· The Roman Catholic Church and the Byzantine leadership struggled over _____________________.

The Catholic Church 
· Most people during the Middle Ages could not read and write.  Church ________________________, like monks and bishops, continued to learn, read, and write.

· The Catholic Church preserved ______________________ and ________________________.  They kept Roman ____________________________________ during the Middle Ages and continued to use ___________________________ for Church writings.
The Crusades
· Volunteer armies from _________________________________ Europe attacked _________________________________ in order to gain control over ____________________________________.
· These wars between Catholic Europe and the Muslims were called the _________________________.
· Christians, Muslims, and Jews all believe that the city of Jerusalem is a ___________________ place.  From 600 CE – 1095 CE, Muslims _________________________ Jerusalem.  In 1095 CE a new group of Muslims took over Jerusalem and stopped allowing Christians and Jews to enter Jerusalem.  

· __________________  ________________________ called upon Catholics of all social classes to ___________________ the Muslims to regain control of ____________________________.  About 30,000 men volunteered and left to fight.

· “For ________________________________, this was a _____________________________ to use their fighting skills, something they enjoyed and did well. They were delighted to have such a _________________________ battle to fight.

· For peasants, this was a chance to ________________________________________ from their dreary life in the feudal system. The pope promised that if they died while fighting a holy crusade, they would automatically be welcomed into __________________________________.

· For others, it was a chance to have an adventure, and perhaps even to get __________________.”

· What were the ________________________ of the Crusades?

1) As a result of the Crusades, Europeans learned about the advanced ________________________________ that Muslims had created.  


Islamic civilization was advanced in _____________________ and _____________________________.

2) Western Europe began to ___________________ more directly with the ___________________.
3) The system of ________________________________ was broken down.  The Crusades weakened the power of individual ___________________ and _____________________________.  Kings and the Pope gained more _____________________________.

The Plague

· The Plague, also known as the ________________________________ Plague or the _____________________ ________________________, was a disease that killed thousands of people during the Middle Ages.  It drastically changed the lives of all people living in Medieval Europe.  People of all _________________________ classes suffered from the Plague. 

· ________________________ from the __________________________ brought the Plague to Europe. 
· _________________ infected with the disease traveled on trade ships to Europe.  ___________________ carried the disease from animals to humans.
· What were the effects of the Plague?

1) Thousands of people died and the _________________________________ in Europe sharply __________________________________ by a third.

2) _____________________ were often unfairly ____________________________ for spreading the Plague, and many Jews were killed as a result.

The Magna Carta

· The ___________________________ ______________________ was a contract between nobles and England’s King John.  The _______________________________ limited the___________________________, or power, of the King.  

· The nobles forced ___________________ _____________________to sign the Magna Carta by telling him that if he did not sign it, they would not attack his land and ________________ him from England!

· King John ________________________ the Magna Carta in ___________________________ CE.

· The Magna Carta was the first document to _____________________ the power of the _______________.  
· Emperor _____________________________ created a  code of laws, which made the laws more _______________________ and just.  This law code was called Justinian's Code.  
· ___________________________________________________________ is the basis of most European codes of law.  
Marco Polo and the Silk Road

· Europeans began to trade with China during the Roman Empire on a trade route called the _________________________________________.  

· The Silk Road was a series of routes across land from  _____________________________ to _______________________.

· Europeans traded _____________________, India traded ____________________ cloth, and China traded _______________________.

· A merchant named ______________________________________was one of the most famous traders to go all the way from Italy to China on the Silk Road. 

· He wrote a book about his adventures in China that amazed Europeans.
Tension between France and England
· ______________________________________________, later know as William the Conqueror, was the ruler of Normandy, in _________________.  

· William the Conqueror invaded __________________________ in 1066.

· Over the years, tensions grew over who had the right to rule either region: England or France.

· The _________________________________________ was a war between ___________________________ and ___________________________ over the control of land.

· ____________________________________ was a French peasant-girl who claimed that God had spoken to her, and told her that  _______________________ had the right to rule all of France.  

· She convinced the French king, King Charles, to let her ____________________________________.
· Under her rule, the French army ______________________ the English army at _______________________, a city a France. 

· Joan was captured and _______________________ by the  _______________________.
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